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Zwolle, Worldbike capital

Zwolle:  

Transition point for the North of The Netherlands

Strong economy (Scania, schools, 
hospital).

Highest number of workers: 
85.000 compared to population

Large catchment-area of 500.000 
people.

At present 132.000 inhabitants 
and in 2030 140.000 inhabitants.



1960 1980

Mobility in Zwolle



2000 2020

Mobility in Zwolle



Mobility in Zwolle

Jaar Inwoners Zwolle Aantal personenauto’s

1960 66.000 Ca 3.000 
• 45 per 1.000 inw

1980 82.000 Ca 24.500 
• 300 per 1.000 inw

2000 106.000 Ca 41.500 
• 390 per 1.000 inw

2020 129.000 Ca. 64.500 
• 500 per 1.000 inw

2040 142.000 Ca. 74.500 
• 525 per 1.000 inw*



Woningbouw vooral gericht op inbreiding

Spatial Development Plan  2030
Ons Zwolle van morgen
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Our Vision: Mobility as spacemaker

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jamdots.nl%2Fview%2F30304%2Fmobiliteit-in-transitie-gemeente-zwolle%3Fpath%3D66_default-path&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd3673c3b71c45de21fb08dd607698f0%7C19dea41c63e941268596ff22f8184216%7C0%7C0%7C638772784678996030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r2gPsZ35irtBsPSE6Jlu9zp1NmwySG0d2bJHRqk5xxA%3D&reserved=0


Stedelijk centrumgebied Buitenring wordt binnenring

Mobility Transition
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Zwolle is world’s 
cycling capital. 

Are we really the 
number 1 in 

cycling?



Source: People for bikes



Question:

How many bicycles, 
on average, does a 
Dutch person have?



The Netherlands is undisputed bicycle country No. 1!

Number of bikes per person in various countries Percentage biking trips 

Source: Kennis instituut voor mobiliteitsbeleid



Zwolle is consistently top 3 of highest bike usage in NL

Bron: Kennis instituut voor mobiliteitsbeleid

- 54% cycle daily
- 85% cycle weekly



Source: Fietsersbond

Bike safety: bike city is a safe city



Mobility vision and ‘Bicycle vision’



STOMP-Method

Pedestrian

Bicycle

Public Transport

Mobility as a service

Private car



A hospitable and 
accessible city

An innovative
and vital City

A safe and barrier-
free City



Our secret: Long term investment in 
spatial planning and cycling infrastructure



Auto

Fietstunnel

Fiets

Spatial

planning –

Zwolle Zuid



Bike network: direct, safe and comfortabel

LEGENDA
Cycle highway

City route

Recreative route



Infrastructure – bicycle 
bridges



Infrastructure – bicycle 

tunnels



Infrastructure – bicycle streets





Innovations in 
infrastructure





Innovation –
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Projected Laser guided
light:

- 85% of cyclist is very
positive about the
light

- No negative effect 
for animals

- Future: also
temperature
indication



Bike parking facilities



Cycling gives freedom!
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And what 
about the 

cars?

Space makers: 
1. Regulated parking 
2. Mobihubs
3. Outer ring road



Transformation







Mobility makes space: Before



Mobility makes space: After





„Singel park“: transformation ring to a green a bicycle 
and pedestrian zone



Zwolle World’s bicycle city, 
Champion in cycling?
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Municipalities as pioneers of 

Sustainable Development
Thank you for your attention!

Contact details:

s.tjepkema@zwolle.nl

Do you have any questions or comments?
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