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MUNICIPALITIES – today for tomorrow

• Interact directly with citizens – households, farmers, commuters, …

• Plan energy and heating systems

• Organise mobility and public space

• Manage land use and infrastructure

• Deliver social services

• Understand local needs and challenges

• Implementing more than 70 % of mitigation and 90 % of adaptation 
measures

22.01.2026 2



DO WE NEED „GREEN DEAL“ TODAY?

• It is all about:
• Security – local energy, food, drinking water, 

• Climate adaptation is also a security

• Efficiency, productivity, savings for long term economic stability

• Affordable energy for social fairness

• Cooperations

• Jobs

EUBAROMETER: 85 % OF THE PEOPLE SEE 
THE CLIMATE CHANGE AS THE PRIORITY

THE GREEN DEAL IS NOT A BURDEN, 
BUT A USEFUL TOOL FOR BUILDING 

RESILIENCE.
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CRISIS DOES NOT SUSPEND SUSTAINABILITY

• Crisis demonstrate why sustainability is 
necessary 

• It builds more cooperation

• Affordability, security, social stability 
move to the front

• About:
• INVESTMENST versus OPERATING COSTS
• LONG-TERM PLANNING versus IMMEDIATE 

NEEDS
• CLIMATE NEUTRALITY GOALS versus SOCIAL 

ACCEPTANCE
• GREEN versus ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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IMPLEMENTING GREEN DEAL TODAY

• Crisis conditions require a shift in 
implementation logic.

• Municipalities increasingly need:
• INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS INSTEAD OF 

ISOLATED PROJECTS

• CROSS-SECTORAL COORDINATION

• LONG-TERM RESILIENCE-ORIENTED PLANNING
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SUSTAINABILITY AS A STABILITY STRATEGY 

• Municipal experiences show:

• ENERGY EFFICIENCY REDUCES LONG-TERM COSTS

• LOCAL RENEWABLE ENERGY INCREASES SUPPLY 
SECURITY, GIVES JOBS

• RESILIANT BY DESIGN PRINCIPLE TO BE ADPATIVE TO 
MANY RISKS

• CIVIL PROTECTION PART OF THE RESILIANCE

• FOOD AND WATER SECURITY AND AFFORDABILITY
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MORE INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATORY 
PROCESSES 

• Climate misinformation

• Weak public engagement

• Polarization of society

• Low interest 

https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energisin
g-village-life/ 

https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-
key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette 

https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-
projects/communities-for-the-elderly 
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PARTICIPATION IMPROVES 
ACCEPTANCE AND TRUST

https://power-e-com.eu/ 

https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://www.opusenergy.com/blog/energising-village-life/
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://bluestem.ca/specialized-gardening-methods/urban-gardening-your-key-to-fresh-food-and-better-living/#google_vignette
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://www.realdania.org/whatwedo/grants-and-projects/communities-for-the-elderly
https://power-e-com.eu/
https://power-e-com.eu/
https://power-e-com.eu/
https://power-e-com.eu/
https://power-e-com.eu/


COOPERATION AS A EUROPEAN STRENGTH

• No municipality can manage 
transformation alone.

• European cooperation allows:
• EXCHANGE OF TESTED SOLUTIONS

• MUTUAL LEARNING

• RISK-SHARING

• STRENGTHENING LOCAL CAPACITIES

• From a municipal perspective, European 
cooperation is not an abstract concept –
it is a practical resource.
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WHAT DO MUNICIPALITIES NEED?

• Reliable and long-term funding frameworks

• Flexibility in implementation

• Reduced administrative complexity

• Capacity-building, especially for smaller 
municipalities

• To be recognised as strategic partners – not 
only as implementing authorities.

https://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/c/city_council.asp?srsltid=AfmBOop
gfSGQY0nnXKz7sHjKVX3Y9j9ukk7mORCHYVgd4s5Zb5SuBfAh 
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THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

• Bringing local and regional voice to Brussels

• Understanding the work on the ground

• Structured feedback from local implementation

• Early identification of unintended effects of EU 
legislation

• A platform for cooperation between European 
institutions and municipalities

• Cooperation with EU institutions and European 
Parliament
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POLITICAL COURAGE and HARD WORK

• Implementing the Green Deal 
under crisis conditions requires 
political courage and hard work:
• TO MAINTAIN LONG-TERM GOALS

• TO EXPLAIN COMPLEX DECISIONS

• TO INVOLVE CITIZENS IN DIFFICULT 
TRANSITIONS

• Municipalities demonstrate 
these every day, often under 
significant constraints.
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FOR THE END

• The success of the European Green Deal will ultimately be decided 
locally.

• EMPOWERED MUNICIPALITIES 

• CRISIS RESPONSE IS ALIGNED WITH SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES

• STRENGTHENED LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

• then the European Green Deal can become a stabilising framework –
even in times of crisis.
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THANK YOU!

VLASTA.KRMELJ@ENERGAP.SI
ZUPANJA@SELNICA.SI 
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